

8/26/12

Day 1 Creation and Ugly Bugs:

Today was Jessie’s first official day of Kindergarten.  Much of what we did was a review but the structure of the day was what was most important.  We started at 10:30 and were finished by 12:30 with a ten minute break. 

Lessons were short and interesting, variety of activities including:

Bible, Spelling, Phonics, Writing:

Cutting

Pasting
Creation: Listen and reciting story topic back

Songs: Days of the week, B I B L E, ABCs

Finger painting the letter B as well as using textured letters to feel letter formation

Writing letters and short vowel words beginning with B sound

Science:
Drawing the butterfly life cycle following a story about butterflies: What is a Butterfly? 
I Spy activity book to find things: Science Fun: Science Fun: A Spot It Challenge
Reading:

A Place Called Kindergarten by Jessica Harper

9/1/12

We did a number of insect activities and read a number of insect books for our August Insect Theme. ….

We made clay insects, studied and drew butterfly life cycles, we watched videos of an orb weaver weaving a web, found insects outside with a magnifying glass. 

September, 2012

September 19, mid-month review
Extras: 
We are focusing this month on “Apples” as a theme.  

1. We are reading many “Apple”  books including: Johnny Appleseed, Apples by Gail Gibbons, Arnold’s Apple Tree, Apple Picking Time
2. Dissecting apples and diagramming it, making apple juice, apple stamps with paint. 

We have spent a lot of time on learning the calendar by doing daily exercises: songs, books:

Day by Day, A Month Goes RoundJes
Month by Month, a Year Goes Round

Weather Study:

Daily weather graph, observing weather 
Science Experiments/crafty things:

Make a cloud – explain how clouds are formed, explain how darker clouds hold more water
Dissecting an Apple and label the parts

Draw and apple and label the parts

Make a leaf book: rubbings, color
Nature Journal: drawings and then my writing and dating to explain what we saw and ID (this is a continual exercise – we use at least weekly, if not more – we are outside a lot)

Chromotography (simple): of leaf rubbings to see why leaves are green and why they change color
Leaf collecting and pressing….compare and contrast leaves, leaf parts, anatomy of the leaf
How do plants drink? (celery and colored water)

Plants need sun/ plant movement: turn a plant away from the sun and watch it turn back to face the sun
ID various seeds and discuss mode of dispersal

Grow your own plant (paper whites) in hydroponics

Experiences:

Nature walks:


Landis Woods picnic and walk – nuts and squirrels, sighted a falcon


Grub Lake – iron in soil, birds catching insects off the water, daddy longlegs, flower ID: jewel weed


Lancaster County Park Hike along river – butterfly catching, ID pine warbler, chipmunks, squirrels….Flower ID: fall wild flowers….milk weed, joe pie weed, cow corn harvest, goldenrod…..photos taken


Neighborhood Stream Area – found a large garden orb weaver (4 inches at least), caught grasshoppers, caterpillars, and crickets
My Fathers World:

 Bible Study, letter sounds and formation, number formation and counting, 100 chart and straw cups, number cup, memory verse, cut and paste, etc. 

Unit 1  The Sun, My Father’s World
Unit 2 The Moon, My Father’s World

Letter Mm writing practice, cut and paste, sound distinction, etc….. phases of the moon project, songs, concept of reflection relative to Jesus and moonlight

Checking out the moon at night together

Unit 3 Leaves, My Father’s World

Bible study focused on being grafted in, staying close to God, memory verse


Letter Ll practice sheets, sounds, etc. 

Leaf pattern sheets


Leaf rubbing, painting

Because of the time of year I have connected this Unit into studying Fall, as well, since it’s the first official week of fall….so we have read books, looked for signs, drawn pictures, etc. 

Made a “leaf man”, Leaf stained glass, and did a number of experiments…..let this section run a little longer because there are so many great books and things to do with leaves….especially with the great weather we have been having. 
End of Month Review:

Calendar: Jessie has successfully learned the days of the week and months of the year. She is able to distinguish which day it is, was and will be tomorrow.

Phonics: She can read many short words, as well as spell them, especially those with short vowel sounds. She successfully read Jake and the Whale, a short learn to read on www.starfall.com emphasizing the Long A sound, as well as Zac the Rat, emphasizing the Short a sound. 

Math: She has begun skip counting by twos – we used beans and a number line.  She also has mastered the concept of +1 and can add it to any number. She recognizes all numbers between 1 and 100. 
Science: She has a good, simple understanding of moon phases, creation and the relationship between living things. She can distinguish between living and non-living and what is man made vs. God made. She can name and draw he lifecycle of a butterfly and knows the parts of a spider and how they live. She can distinguish between maple and oak leaves, various nuts, and knows where to find certain kinds of insects and a little about their exoskeletons, molting, etc. She understands what living things need to survive, the importance of the sun for life, why leaves are green and why they change color, and how to distinguish between plants and animals.  
